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Walpole High School Summer Reading 2015 
FICTION 

Classic Literature 
Emma by Jane Austen 

Ulysses by James Joyce 

Contemporary Fiction 
We Need New Names by NoViolet Bulawayo 

Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee* 

The Yellow Birds by Kevin Powers 

Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut 

Foreign Language 
Le Petit Nicolas (in French) by Jean Jacques 
 Sempe and Rene Goscinny 

Historical Fiction 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony  

 Doerr 

A Wish After Midnight by Zetta Elliott 

Time and Again by Jack Finney 

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 

Enigma by Robert Harris 

Redeployment by Phil Klay 

Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth by Naguib   
 Mahfouz 

Mystery, Thriller, Suspense 
The Scarlet Gospels by Clive Barker 

I’ve Got You Under My Skin by Mary Higgins 
 Clark 
Rolling in the Deep by Mira Grant 

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 

World Gone By by Dennis Lehane 

Indigo by Kayla Parent 

14th Deadly Sin by James Patterson 

Gone by James Patterson 

Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

Rogue (The Paladin Prophecy Book 3) by 
 Mark Frost ** 

Seraphina by Rachel Hartman 

Dune by Frank Herbert 

Life After Theft by Aprilynne Pike 

The Martian by Andy Weir 

Young Adult Fiction 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

I Am an Emotional Creature by Eve Ensler 

Looking for Alaska by John Green 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
 

NON-FICTION 

Art History 
How to Look at Art by Susie Hodge 

Biography and Memoir 
Stronger by Jeff Bauman 

The Lost City of Z by David Grann 

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

Orange is the New Black by Piper Kernan 

Endurance: Shakleton’s Incredible Voyage by     
 Alfred Lansing 

The Wright Brothers by David McCullough 

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 

First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of            
 Cambodia Remembers by Loung Ung 

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education 
 and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai 

Political Science & Economics 
The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli 

Popular Economics: What the Rolling Stones, 
 Downton Abbey, and Lebron James Can Teach 
 You About Economics by John Tamny 

Psychology 
Quiet by Susan Cain 

10% Happier by Dan Harris 

Think Like a Freak by Steven Levitt & Stephen 
 Dubner 

Liespotting: Proven Techniques to Detect  

 Deception by Pamela Meyer 

The Ten Commandments of Propaganda by Brian 
 Anse Patrick 

Science 
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 

Please Note: 
* Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee on sale 7/14. 

** Rogue: The Paladin Prophecy Book 3 by Mark 
Frost on sale 9/8. 
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Dear Walpole High Students: 

This year we are offering over forty titles from which to choose; some of the titles were student   
suggestions. We hope that each student finds a title he or she can get excited about reading!  

All students must read one book chosen from the list.  

During the Summer Reading day selected in September, you will:  

 Meet with a group of students and at least one staff member who read the same book 

 Provide a written response to a prompt 

 Engage in a discussion of the book 

Based on your written response and your participation in the discussion, you will receive a PASS/
FAIL grade. Your participation in the Summer Reading program will be recorded on your official 
Walpole High School transcript and a passing grade will be worth 0.5 credits.                                                 

A FAILING grade will keep you off of the Honor Roll for first quarter. 

We recommend you take brief reading notes (no more than one side of a sheet of paper) while you 
read. You may bring both the book and the page of notes to your Summer Reading group.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Books with mature themes are limited to students who will be juniors or seniors. 

 

A note to parents: Our goal is to create a community of readers. We have selected books that we as 
teachers enjoy reading. We hope that by providing students a forum for reading, sharing, and       
discussing books that most interest them, they will find reading a pleasurable experience. We have 
identified books with mature themes and have restricted their selection to juniors and seniors; if you 
want more information about a book before your son or daughter selects it, please go to 
www.goodreads.com, www.barnesandnoble.com, or www.amazon.com to read their on-line               
reviews. Reading can be a family activity; we encourage family members to read along and discuss 
the book selected. Reading provides pleasure as well as intellectual growth. 

 

The Walpole Public Library and the Walpole Barnes and Noble should have most of these titles 
available. 

 

For a brief description of each summer reading title, click on the Summer Reading Program link on 
the Walpole High School website. 



Walpole High School Summer Reading 2015 

 3 

FICTION 
Classic Literature 
Emma by Jane Austen 

Sponsored by: Ms. Flaherty 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

When her former governess finds happiness as the bride of a local widower, Emma Woodhouse   
flatters herself that she has secured the marriage and possesses a special talent for bringing lovers 
together. She next busies herself with finding a husband for her friend and protégé, Harriet, setting 
off a sequence of comic mishaps and misunderstanding in this comedy of English-village romance.  
 

Ulysses by James Joyce 

Sponsored by: Mr. Powers 

Reading Level: Difficult    Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Ulysses chronicles the appointments and encounters of Leopold Bloom in Dublin in the course of an 
ordinary day in June, 1904. Ulysses is the Latinized name of Odysseus, the hero of Homer’s epic 
poem Odyssey, and the novel establishes a series of parallels between its characters and events 
and those of the poem.  

 

Contemporary Fiction 
We Need New Names by NoViolet Bulawayo 

Sponsored by: Ms. McKee 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Darling is only ten years old, and yet she must navigate a fragile and violent world in Zimbabwe. 
Homes are destroyed by paramilitary policemen, the school is closed, and fathers have left for    
dangerous jobs abroad. Darling has a chance to escape to an aunt in America in search of        
America’s famous abundance only to find that her options as an immigrant are perilously few.  

 

Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee* (Book will not be available for sale until July 14th.) 

Sponsored by: Ms. Loflin 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

Featuring many of the characters from To Kill a Mockingbird some twenty years later. Jean Louise 
Finch (Scout) struggles with issues both personal and political, involving Atticus, society, and the 
small Alabama town that shaped her when she returns home to Maycomb to visit her father during 
the turbulent events forming mid-1950s America. 

 

The Yellow Birds by Kevin Powers 

Sponsored by: Mr. Salmans 

Reading Level: Difficult    Mature Themes: Yes 
 

In Al Tafar, Iraq, Private Bartle and Private Murphy cling to life as their platoon launches a bloody 
battle for the city. Bound together since basic training, the two have been dropped into a war neither 
is prepared for. As reality begins to blur into a hazy nightmare, Murphy becomes increasingly        
unmoored from the world around him and Bartle takes actions he could never have imagined. 



Walpole High School Summer Reading 2015 

 4 

FICTION 
Contemporary Fiction (continued) 
Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut 

Sponsored by: Mr. Hanlon 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Slaughterhouse-Five is one of the world’s great anti-war books. Centering on the infamous fire-
bombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim’s odyssey through time reflects the mythic journey of our own  
fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we are afraid to know.  

 
Foreign Language 
Le Petit Nicolas (in French) by Jean Jacques Sempe and Rene Goscinny 

Sponsored by: Ms. Osborne 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

An idealized and nostalgic memory of what it was like to be a kid growing up in the French school 
system of the 1950s.  The ever-present cancre, who can’t get the answer to any question right, and 
the chouchou or teacher’s pet are as present in these classrooms as they are in those of classic 
American childhood stories.  

 

Historical Fiction 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

Sponsored by: Ms. Farrell, Ms. O’Malley, Ms. Plank, Ms. J. Sprague, and Ms. Walleston 

Reading Level: Intermediate Mature Themes: Yes  
 

Nazi occupied Paris during World War II, a father and his blind daughter flee to Saint-Malo, with the 
Museum of Natural History’s most valuable jewel. Werner, a German orphan and expert at building 
and fixing instruments, is placed in Hitler Youth with an assignment to track the resistance. Werner 
travels through the war and into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. 

 

A Wish After Midnight by Zetta Elliott 

Sponsored by: Ms. Jordan 

Reading Level: Easy Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Genna is a fifteen-year-old girl who wants out of her tough Brooklyn neighborhood. But she gets 
more than she bargained for when a wish gone awry transports her back in time. Facing the perilous 
realities of Civil War–era Brooklyn, Genna must use all her wits to survive. (Available used on 
www.amazon.com and www.barnesandnoble.com) 

 

Time and Again by Jack Finney 

Sponsored by: Ms. Lerner 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

When advertising artist Si Morley is recruited to join a covert government operation exploring the 
possibility of time travel, he jumps at the chance to leave his twentieth-century existence and step 
into New York City in January 1882. But when Si begins to fall in love with a woman he meets in the 
past, he will be forced to choose between two worlds—forever. 
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FICTION 
Historical Fiction (continued) 
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 

Sponsored by: Ms. K. Milne 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by ideals,      
passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and 
freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France—a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the 
resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women.  
 

Enigma by Robert Harris 

Sponsored by: Mr. Mullaney 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 

England 1943. Much of the infamous Nazi Enigma code has been cracked. But Shark, the impene-
trable operational cipher used by Nazi U-boats, has masked the Germans’ movements, allowing 
them to destroy a record number of Allied vessels. Feeling that the blood of Allied sailors is on their 
hands, a top-secret team of British cryptographers works feverishly around the clock to break Shark.  

 

Redeployment by Phil Klay 

Sponsored by: Mr. Balkus   

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Phil Klay’s Redeployment takes readers to the frontlines of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, asking 
us to understand what happened there, and what happened to the soldiers who returned. Interwo-
ven with themes of brutality and faith, guilt and fear, helplessness and survival, the characters in 
these stories struggle to make meaning out of chaos.  

 

Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth by Naguib Mahfouz 

Sponsored by: Mr. Auger 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

A young man with a passion for the truth, questions the “sun king” pharaoh’s contemporaries after 
his horrible death—including Akhenaten’s closest friends, his most bitter enemies, and finally his  
enigmatic wife, Nefertiti—in an effort to discover what really happened in those strange, dark days at 
Akhenaten’s court during the 18th Dynasty (1540-1307 B.C.).  

 

Mystery, Thriller, Suspense 
The Scarlet Gospels by Clive Barker 

Sponsored by: Mr. Giblin 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Detective Harry D’Amour, investigator of all supernatural, magical, and malevolent crimes faces off 
against his formidable, and intensely evil rival, Pinhead, the priest of hell. Bloody, terrifying, and   
brilliantly complex, fans and newcomers alike will not be disappointed by the epic, visionary tale that 
is The Scarlet Gospels. Barker’s horror will make your worst nightmares seem like bedtime stories.  
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FICTION 
Mystery, Thriller, Suspense (continued) 
I’ve Got You Under My Skin by Mary Higgins Clark 

Sponsored by: Ms. Fontaine 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

When Laurie Moran’s husband was brutally murdered, only three-year-old Timmy saw the face of his 
father’s killer. Five years later his piercing blue eyes still haunt Timmy’s dreams. Laurie is haunted 
by more—the killer’s threat to her son as he fled the scene: “Tell your mother she’s next, then it’s 
your turn…” 
 

Rolling in the Deep by Mira Grant 

Sponsored by: Ms. Giblin 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

When the Imagine Network commissioned a documentary on mermaids, to be filmed from the cruise 
ship Atargatis, they didn’t expect actual mermaids. The Atargatis is lost at sea with all hands.  Some 
have called it a hoax; others have called it a maritime tragedy. The truth will only be found below the 
bathypelagic zone in the Mariana Trench…and the depths are very good at keeping secrets.  

 

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 

Sponsored by: Ms. Gair 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Every day Rachel looks out the window of the train to see the same couple breakfasting on their 
deck. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect. Then she sees something shocking. Unable to keep it to 
herself, Rachel offers what she knows to the police, and becomes inextricably entwined in what  
happens next, as well as in the lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm than good? 
 

World Gone By by Dennis Lehane 

Sponsored by: Mr. O’Malley 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Late spring 1943, the world is at war but the American mob is in its heyday. Former crime boss Joe 
Coughlin now works as a consigliere to the infamous Bartolo Crime Family, handling interests in 
Tampa, Boston, and Cuba. Someone wants Joe dead and with only days to figure out who Joe           
hurtles through a violent world on the brink of total collapse or epic triumph. 

 

Indigo by Kayla Parent 

Sponsored by: Ms. Cannon 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

When Indigo Olsen was 15 years old, she was stolen from her bedroom in the dead of night by two 
of the country’s most prolific criminals. Although she was eventually rescued, the traumatizing and 
painful experience left her reeling with both internal and external scars. Scars that leave her unable 
to trust, and unable to look at herself in the mirror.  
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FICTION 
Mystery, Thriller, Suspense (continued) 
14th Deadly Sin (Women’s Murder Club Series #14) by James Patterson 

Sponsored by: Ms. L. Milne 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes  
 

Detective Lindsay Boxer is called to a gruesome crime scene, where a woman has been murdered 
in broad daylight. As Lindsay investigates, shocking video footage of another crime surfaces. A    
video so horrific that it shakes the city to its core. Their faces obscured by masks, the cold blooded 
criminals on the tape could be anyone—and now all of Lindsay’s co-workers are suspects.  
 

Gone (Michael Bennett Series #6) by James Patterson 

Sponsored by: Ms. Kearns-Martorano 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

Bennett and his ten adopted children are living on a secluded California farm, guarded by the FBI’s 
witness protection program. Soon Perrine begins brazenly slaughtering powerful individuals across 
the country. The FBI has no clue where Perrine is hiding or how he is orchestrating his attacks. It is 
forced to ask Bennett to risk it all—his career, family, and life-to fight Perrine’s war on America. 

 

Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

Sponsored by: Mr. Alan 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

In the year 2044, teenager Wade Watts devotes his life to the virtual utopia known as OASIS—
hidden puzzles based on their creator’s obsession with pop culture of decades past and that prom-
ise power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. When Wade stumbles upon the first clue, the 
race is on, and to survive, he’ll have to confront the real world he’s been so desperate to escape.  

 

Rogue (The Paladin Prophecy Book 3) by Mark Frost ** (Book available for sale on Sept. 8th.) 

Sponsored by: Mr. Jean and Mr. Strick 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

After uncovering the Paladin Prophecy plot, Will West continues to work with the project’s master-
mind—his grandfather. Will and his friends secretly devise a plan to defeat Franklin Greenwood and 
his Knights. The team must enter the Never-Was and find an elusive group of supernatural beings 
called the Hierarchy. Can they protect Earth or will a rogue player destroy them and their world?  

 

Seraphina by Rachel Hartman 

Sponsored by: Ms. Reichheld 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

In the kingdom of Goredd, dragons and humans live and work side by side – while below the sur-
face, tensions simmer. When a royal is murdered, Seraphina, a gifted musician,  is drawn into the 
investigation alongside perceptive Prince Lucien. As the two uncover a plot to destroy the kingdom, 
Seraphina’s struggle to protect her secret becomes difficult…while its discovery could mean her life. 
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FICTION 
Science Fiction and Fantasy (continued) 
Dune by Frank Herbert 

Sponsored by: Mr. Fiske 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Set on the desert planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul Atreides, who would become the 
mysterious man known as Muad’Dib. He would avenge the traitorous plot against his noble family—
and would bring to fruition humankind’s most ancient and unattainable dream. A stunning blend of 
adventure and mysticism, environmentalism and politics. 
 

Life After Theft by Aprilynne Pike 

Sponsored by: Ms. Allison 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Kimberlee Schaffer is doomed to an afterlife of haunting her high school...until she meets Jeff, the 
only person who’s been able to see her. When she was alive, Kimberlee was  a mean girl and klep-
tomaniac. If Jeff wants to avoid being haunted until graduation, he’ll have to help her return every-
thing she stole. But Jeff discovers that it’s much easier to steal something than it is to bring it back.  

 

The Martian by Andy Weir 

Sponsored by: Mr. Hinck and Mr. Scott 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. After a dust storm nearly 
kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and 
completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive. Drawing on his ingenuity, his      
engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he steadfastly confronts one seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle after the next.  

 

Young Adult  
Speak  by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Sponsored by: Ms. Tighe 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Melinda is friendless, because she busted a party by calling the cops. It is through her work on an 
art project that she is able to face what really happened at that party: she was raped by an upper-
classman at Merryweather High. Her healing process has just begun when she has another violent 
encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back and refuses to be silent.  

 

I Am an Emotional Creature  by Eve Ensler 

Sponsored by: Ms. Conley 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Fictional monologues and stories inspired by girls around the globe. Fierce, tender, and smart, I Am 
an Emotional Creature is a celebration of the authentic voice inside every girl and an inspiring call to 
action for girls everywhere to speak up, follow their dreams, and become the women they were    
always meant to be.  
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FICTION 
Young Adult (continued) 
Looking for Alaska by John Green 

Sponsored by: Ms. R. Sprague 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Pudge leaves for boarding school and becomes encircled by friends whose lives are everything but 
safe and boring. Their nucleus is razor-sharp, sexy, and self-destructive Alaska, who has perfected 
the arts of pranking and evading school rules. When tragedy strikes the group, it is only in coming 
face-to-face with death that Pudge discovers the value of living and loving unconditionally. 
 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

Sponsored by: Ms. Watters 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

A modern, sophisticated suspense novel.  A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A 
brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friend-
ship turns destructive. A revolution. An accident. A secret. Lies upon lies. True love. The truth.  

 

NON-FICTION 

Art History 
How to Look at Art by Susie Hodge 

Sponsored by: Mr. Kim 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

Every work of art offers a window on society’s values and ideals, and expresses the perceptions and 
memories of its artist. But art presents a daunting question: How do we evaluate, explore, and re-
spond to it? Susie Hodge offers clear, concise tools to interpret and respond to a broad variety of 
artwork and artists’ philosophies. Perfect for the art lover who doesn’t love art-world jargon.  

 

Biography and Memoir 
Stronger by Jeff Bauman 

Sponsored by: Mr. Sturges 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

Jeff had been at the finish line of the 2013 Boston Marathon cheering on his girlfriend, Erin, when 
the first bomb went off at his feet. When Jeff Bauman woke up from a series of lifesaving surgeries 
and missing his legs, he wrote down seven words: "Saw the guy. Looked right at me," setting off one 
of the biggest manhunts in the country’s history.  

 
The Lost City of Z by David Grann 

Sponsored by: Ms. Pierce 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

After stumbling upon a trove of diaries, New Yorker writer David Grann set out to solve the greatest 
exploration mystery of the twentieth century: What happened to the British explorer Percy Fawcett 
and his quest for the Lost City of Z? In 1925 Fawcett ventured into the Amazon to find an ancient 
civilization, hoping the world’s largest jungle concealed the glittering kingdom of El Dorado.  
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NON-FICTION 

Biography and Memoir (continued) 
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

Sponsored by: Ms. Bacon 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Louis Zamperini was a cunning and incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defi-
ance into running, discovering a talent that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. When war had come, 
the athlete become an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a 
drift into the unknown. Unbroken is a testament to the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit. 
 

Orange is the New Black by Piper Kernan 

Sponsored by: Ms. Lia 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Piper Kerman barely resembles the reckless young woman who delivered a suitcase of drug money 
ten years before. But the past has caught up with her. Sentenced to fifteen months, Kerman learns 
to navigate the correctional facility with its strictly enforced codes. She meets women from all walks 
of life, who surprise her with generosity, hard words of wisdom, and simple acts of acceptance.  

 

Endurance: Shakleton’s Incredible Voyage by Alfred Lansing 

Sponsored by: Ms. Schwartz 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Ernest Shackleton defined heroism in 1915 when his ship, the Endurance, was trapped in ice and 
then destroyed on its way to Antarctica. This tense week-by-week, month-by-month reconstruction 
charts the incredible journey undertaken by his crew of 27 men through 850 miles of the southern 
Atlantic’s heaviest seas.  
 

The Wright Brothers by David McCullough 

Sponsored by: Mr. Donohue 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

One day in 1903, two unknown brothers from Ohio changed history. But it would take the world 
some time to believe the age of flight had begun. Who were these men and how was it that they 
achieved what they did? That they had no more than a public high school education, little money 
and no contacts in high places, never stopped them in their “mission” to take to the air.  
 

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 

Sponsored by: Ms. Frattasio 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give a last lecture, 
after being diagnosed with terminal cancer. The lecture he gave—"Really Achieving Your Childhood 
Dreams"—was about the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of 
seizing every moment. It was about living. 
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NON-FICTION 

Biography and Memoir (continued) 
First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers by Loung Ung 

Sponsored by: Ms. Hogan 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Loung Ung lived the privileged life of a government official until the age of five. Then, in 1975, Pol 
Pot’s Khmer Rouge army stormed the city, forcing Ung’s family to flee and disperse. Loung was 
trained as a child soldier in a work camp for orphans, her siblings sent to labor camps, and those 
who survived the horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed.  
 

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai 

Sponsored by: Ms. Rhodes 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be 
silenced and fought for her right to an education. A remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global 
terrorism, of the fight for girls’ education, and of Malala’s parents’ fierce love for their daughter in a 
society that prizes sons. 

 

Political Science & Economics 
The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli 

Sponsored by: Mr. Bakale 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Machiavelli, a diplomat in fifteenth-century Florence, knew how quickly political fortunes could 
change. The Prince, is his pragmatic handbook on how power really works. Can a leader be strong 
and inspire loyalty? When is it necessary to break the rules? Is it better to be feared than loved?  
Machievalli answers these questions in a work that still has political lessons for modern times.  

 

Popular Economics: What the Rolling Stones, Downton Abbey, and Lebron James Can Teach  You 
About Economics by John Tamny 

Sponsored by: Mr. Szymanski 

Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
 

Using entertaining stories from sports, movies, popular culture, and famous businesses to demon-
strate the basic principles of economics. Popular Economics is an everyman’s guide to how money 
really works—a lesson politicians try (and fail) to grasp every day. 

 

Psychology 
Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking by Susan Cain 

Sponsored by: Ms. Linden 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

At least one-third of the people we know are introverts. They prefer listening to speaking; who inno-
vate and create but dislike self-promotion; who favor working on their own over working in teams. It 
is to introverts—Rosa Parks, Chopin, Dr. Seuss, Steve Wozniak—that we owe many of the great 
contributions to society.  
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NON-FICTION 

Psychology (continued) 
10% Happier by Dan Harris 

Sponsored by: Mr. Braccini, and Ms. K. Sullivan 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

After having a nationally televised panic attack, Dan Harris realized the source of his problems was 
the incessant voice in his head. Eventually Harris stumbled upon meditation, a tool that research 
suggests can do everything from lower your blood pressure to essentially rewire your brain.  

 
Think Like a Freak by Steven Levitt & Stephen  Dubner 

Sponsored by: Ms. Gould 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

The authors take the reader inside their thought process and teach us all to think a bit more produc-
tively, more creatively, more rationally—to think, that is, like a Freak. Levitt and Dubner offer a blue-
print for an entirely new way to solve problems, whether your interest lies in minor lifehacks or major 
global reforms.  

 

Liespotting: Proven Techniques to Detect Deception by Pamela Meyer 

Sponsored by: Mr. Hand 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
 

Liespotting links three disciplines—facial recognition training, interrogation training, and a compre-
hensive survey of research in the field—into a specialized body of information developed specifically 
to help business leaders detect deception and get the information they need to successfully conduct 
their most important interactions and transactions.  
 

The Ten Commandments of Propaganda by Brian Anse Patrick 

Sponsored by: Mr. Whittenhall 

Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: Yes 
 

Propagandists shape the informational sociology of our time. In equal parts theoretical discourse 
and practical guidebook, whether the reader desires to be an informed user, consumer or critic of 
propaganda, this work provides much-needed lessons about one of the most subtle, but vital, forces 
of our information-saturated age.  

Science 
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 

Sponsored by: Ms. Wick 

Reading Level: Difficult    Mature Themes: No 
 

Silent Spring is a rigorous presentation of the effects of pesticide use as well as a call to greater 
awareness of our environment. The outcry that followed its publication in 1962 forced the govern-
ment to ban DDT and spurred revolutionary changes in the laws affecting our air, land, and water. 
The book was instrumental in launching the environmental movement.  

 


